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Sweden’s biggest dry bulk port to get even ‘bulkier’
by Przemysław Myszka

Each year around eight million tonnes of goods are handled at one of Sweden’s northernmost seaports, out 
of which dry bulk accounted for 6.85mt last year. In fact, some 90% of EU’s iron ore passes through Luleå, 
part of the TEN-T Core Network, sourced from the fit-for-growth Swedish and Finnish mining industries. At 
the same time, however, the so-called Iron Ore Line that connects Luleå to the Norwegian Narvik is full to the 
brim; therefore the port authority and the Swedish Maritime Administration, with the financial backing of the 
EU, are working on the Ore Gateway Project (Projektet Malmporten) that will make it possible to handle larger 
bulkers, hence take care of more cargo sea-wise and in a manner that will be friendlier to the environment.

T he Port of Luleå comprises six 
areas. The Victoria and Uddebo 
are open-to-anyone harbours. The 
former, operations of which are 

run by ShoreLink since 1 April 2016, han-
dles 2-3mt/year, mostly dry bulk goods such 
as coal, coke, lime, scrap metal, and various 
raw materials needed by the steel and min-
ing industries. Cargo handling at Victoria 
is performed with the use of four 30 metres 
of outreach cranes capable of lifting 20-40t 
(up to 75t in tandem). The 770 m-long Coal 
Quay is also equipped with portal cranes 
for stevedoring coal and coke. There’s a 200 
m-long berth for direct ship-to-ship trans-
shipment, too. A fixed 20 m-wide ro-ro ramp 
is available for parties trading in wheeled 
cargo. Victoria is also rail-linked as well as 
offers open sky asphalted storage areas and 
covered warehouses. At Uddebo liquid bulk 
is taken care of, around 380kt/year. Tar and 
benzene pass mostly through Berth 1, while 
oil products via Berth 2.

The Port of Luleå joins BPO

Sandskär is LKAB’s iron ore harbour, 
in operation since 1996 when it replaced 
Svartökajen in its duty (the ‘old’ harbour 
houses icebreakers now but is also used for 
receiving cruise ships). A 52 wagon-big train-
set can be handled in about 40 minutes. Ships 
and barges can be loaded at a maximum rate 
of 6,000t/hour, making it possible to turn 
4.0mt over per year. Sandskär’s quay is 250 
m-long and can accommodate vessels with 
a maximum draught of 10.9 m. The Cement 
Quay is Luleå’s other industrial harbour. It 
is used by Cementa AB for handling loose 
cement. The company’s self-unloading ships 
take care of around 100kt/year.

Lastly, Strömören, where the port authority 
has its seat in the Shipping House (Sjöfartshuset) 
while other companies have their offices there. 
Strömören is also house to Luleå’s three (ice-
breaking) tugboats – Vilja, Viscaria, and 
Valkyria (with the first being the youngest one) 
– as well as ships used by the search & rescue 
service and coast guard. In the near future, 

the port will also get hold of a TundRA 3600 
series tug. Thanks to its 8,000 units of horse-
power, said to become Sweden’s strongest, the 
36 m-long and 13 m-wide tug will be able to 
break through 60 cm-thick ice at the speed of 
eight knots. The Ice Class 1A Super TundRA 
3600 has a nominal 100t bollard pull and an 
escort steering force of 86t at ten knots.

By dint of the Ore Gateway Project, which 
will encompass both excessive dredging works 
(approximately 20m m3, out of which a portion 
will be recycled into new port areas) and put-
ting in place new infrastructure, Luleå will be 
able to serve 15 m of draught Baltimax vessels, 
taking on-board up to 160kt instead of today’s 
55-70kt. The project is currently in the plan-
ning and designing phase, after which execu-
tion kicks off in 2023/24. According to the port 
authority, bigger vessels calling to Luleå will 
bring about noticeable environmental ben-
efits, a 40% reduction in fuel consumption 
and CO2 emissions (per transported cargo), 
along with the same dip in shipping costs. �
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