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Every two years, there’s an April-through-June flurry of conferences and exhibi-
tions, not to mention a business trip that pops up out of the blue. While it might 
seem there’s enough time to put together a combined issue like this one, given twice 
the amount of time at your disposal (at least in theory), more often than not the 

opposite turns out to be true. You’re scrambling to write your own piece in-between trade 
fairs, only because you’re fully aware that, upon the long-awaited arrival, a horde of to-edit 
articles will be growling inside the inbox – and better hack’n’slash them without one hand 
tied behind your back. Planning, the essence of (editorial) logistics.

Carrying out shrewd forecasting and having 
the boldness to flexibly adjust one’s operations 
in line with the changing circumstances – these 
appear to be the virtuous actions thanks to which 
we can distinguish between forward-looking 
and reactionary entrepreneurs. According to the 
Boston Consulting Group, the 2020s will bring 
about a significant change when it comes to, as 
the title of the Economy’s article goes, How, on 
what, and with whom will companies compete in 
the next decade. Another read, to be found in the 
Report section, specifically tackles what this means 
for the container shipping business, all the way to 
the 2040s. What’s particularly encouraging, in my 
opinion, is that companies will increasingly engage 
more resources to prove themselves in the field 
of sustainability, showing the politically aware 
public opinion, through transparent reporting for 
instance, that the end game they’re playing isn’t 
solely about money (that said, another Report 
article, this time concerned with the present state 
of the box business, points out to the contrary). 

Next, two Report interviews, focusing in turn on the ro-ro & ferry market, both its on- and 
offshore dimensions, echo the “Keep Calm and Carry On” motivational poster produced by 
the British in 1939 in preparation for the war. The Focus column is also occupied with what 
needs to be done, including digital security, if the EU rail sector is to thrive.

Having doubts is a human thing. Charging head first without a safety catch can be very 
dangerous, to yourself and others, as the collapse of the, it appeared, uncollapsible Lehman 
Brothers has taught us (has it, though?). Yet, sometimes decisions just need to be made, 
despite the imperfection of our ability to engage in a clear-cut foresight. That was the case 
with making the Baltic Sea a Sulphur Emission Control Area (SECA) back in 2015. When 
discussing transport-related pollution, we’ve always strived to underline the beyond-the-
business reach of proposed regulations – weighing their negative impact on, e.g., bunker 
prices and freight rates against the positive consequences in relation to public health and 
the condition of the environment. Now almost five years into it and we can say, basing on 
scientifically-validated findings, that SECA works.

Do you know what also works? Being kind to others, especially those most vulnerable, like 
ill or traumatised children. When I first heard about the Bowspirit Kids project, I immediately 
knew I’d reach out to them to give the initiative room to publicise its noble cause. Even though 
I’m proud of our Baltic region, and all the great eco-tech advances it goes through to make 
transport & logistics more sustainable, I’d be even more swollen with pride if we could jointly 
contribute to floating out Mary Poppins. To anyone who has already supported Bowspirit 
Kids or will do so in the future – hats off to you, my friend!

Making life more beautiful is also pretty cool – and if a ship can become a vehicle for 
different kinds of art, more about it in the Transport miscellany, then it has my blessing!

Przemysław Myszka
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BTJ calendar of events

BTJ 3-4/2019 (May/September) Report: The Baltic ro-ro & ferry and container markets in 2018 | Focus: Road & rail developments

Baltic Ports Conference 2019, 4-6 September 2019, SE/Stockholm, www.balticportsconference.com
The Baltic Ports Conference is the most important annual event for the organization, as all BPO members, other participants and 
guests join together to discuss the key and urgent issues for the port business.This year the event will focus on topics ranging from 
global economic trends’ influence on the port sector, through cruise and tourism in the Baltic Sea region to the concept of smart 
ports today and tomorrow.

BALTEXPO 2019, 9-11 September 2019, PL/Gdansk, baltexpo.ztw.pl
BALTEXPO sees the signing of contracts of international significance, press conferences, debates, seminars and often premiere presentations 
of innovative solutions. Exhibition participants can take advantage of special networking zones devoted, among other things, to innovation, 
education and the labour market, investment opportunities as well as ports and logistics.

TRAKO 2019, 24-27 September 2019, PL/Gdansk, www.trakofair.com
TRAKO is the largest and most prestigious rail industry meeting in Poland and one of the largest in Central and Eastern Europe.  
A presentation of the state of the art in transport systems and railway infrastructure in Poland, Europe and round the world. The Fair 
takes place every two years.

Sustainable Shipping and Ports Forum, 25-26 September 2019, DK/Copenhagen, sustainable2030.com
The Global Sustainable Shipping and Ports Forum will tackle a great number of different issues pressing the Maritime industry, 
that all stakeholders have a need to exchange their views on. The event will provide valuable insights from conference sessions, 
great networking opportunities and will offer an exhibition area, where the latest solutions and business improvement ideas will 
be introduced.

6th Railway Forum, 1-2 October 2019, DE/Berlin, www.railwayforumberlin.de
The largest rail conference in Europe in 2019 will take place on the 1st and 2nd of October under the competence partnership of 
Deutscher Bahn AG. At the RAILWAY FORUM Berlin, over 1,000 decision-makers and experts from the railway industry will meet to 
discuss future developments and challenges. The group of participants consists of railway operators, manufacturers and suppliers 
at all tierlevels, politicaldecision-makers and thought leaders from Germany and Europe.

European Bulk Liquid Storage 2019, 2-3 October 2019, BE/Antwerp, 
www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/european-bulk-liquid-storage
The European Bulk Liquid Storage 2019 will once again bring senior executives from the liquid storage industry to discuss the latest 
developments in energy transition trends, digitalisation, the market dynamics impacting supply and demand, strategic and logistic 
overview of ports infrastructure and will provide an informative & balanced discussion for participants.

Global Dredging Forum, 2-3 October 2019, UK/London, maritime.knect365.com/global-dredging-forum
Two day conference on the global on how to meet the global demands of new vessels and deliver sustainable dredging in an 
increasingly competitive market. The event will look at sustainable dredging, worldwide dredging projects, port development and 
infrastructure. How to meet the global demands of new vessels and deliver sustainable dredging in an increasingly competitive market.

23th Euromed Convention, 3-6 October, IT/Giardini-Naxos, www.grimaldi.napoli.it/euromedconvention
The three-days event organized by the Grimaldi Group since 1997, aims at promoting European short sea shipping and its beneficial 
effects in economic, environmental and social terms. It gathers over 400 delegates, representatives of international and national 
governmental bodies, top representatives of the logistics, ports, maritime and banking sectors of the Euro-Mediterranean area.

The Port of Turku offers a competitive solution for import and export transports of trade and industry. Fast and high-frequency ship traffic both to Scan-
dinavia and Germany and direct connection to ocean lines add flexibility to transport schedules and strengthen the delivery performance of companies. 
Thanks to the good and congestion-free road connections to and from the Port, time is saved also in Finland. In addition to a beneficial location, the Port 
offers its customers modern and efficient basic services ranging from load handling to warehousing. The strong overall concept makes the Port of Turku  
a reliable link in the supply chain of even the most demanding products.

WWW.PORTOFTURKU.FI
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The Baltic ro-ro & ferry and container markets in 2018

Report

Who could imagine that break-bulk – once nicknamed by us the ‘dinosaur’ of cargo transportation – would 
make such a, well, breakthrough last year. While its annual turnover rose in 2017, too, by a modest 2.7% 
year-on-year, it skyrocketed in 2018 by as much as 25.7%! As a result, the market share of other general 
cargo handling technologies, ro-ro and containers, went down, despite that, first, general cargo carved 
more out of the region’s total throughput, and, second, that more goods were packed like sardines in 
both trailers and boxes (tonnage- and units-wise), a whopping total of 26.87m Universal Cargo Units. 

There’s only one blot on 
this landscape, namely 
the stagnated numbers 
for passenger traffic in 
the Baltic. Other than that, 
2018 was a Mardi Gras for 
those employed in taking 
care of the region’s general 
cargo traffic.

Breaking good
by Marek Błuś and Przemysław Myszka

Photo: Port of Gothenburg

#Inside
#Baltic#Ports#General cargo

#Ro-ro & ferry#Container
#Break-bulk#Cargo units

#TEU#UCU#Passengers

Tab. 1. Baltic Sea region’s seaports’ total cargo turnover in 2017-2018 (thousand tonnes)1,2

№ Country 2018 2017 2018/2017 
[%]

Share of total 
2018 [%]

Share of total 
2017 [%]

Share 2018-
share 2017 
[percentage 
points]

1 Russia 246,317 247,495 -0.5% 26.14% 27.22% -1.08pp
2 Sweden 179,042 175,314 +2.1% 19.00% 19.28% -0.28pp
3 Finland 118,041 109,996 +7.3% 12.53% 12.10% +0.43pp
4 Denmark 95,835 94,638 +1.3% 10.17% 10.41% -0.24pp
5 Poland 91,991 78,076 +17.8% 9.76% 8.59% +1.18pp
6 Latvia 66,175 61,878 +6.9% 7.02% 6.81% +0.22pp
7 Germany 56,480 57,136 -1.1% 5.99% 6.28% -0.29pp
8 Lithuania 52,463 49,856 +5.2% 5.57% 5.48% +0.08pp
9 Estonia 35,924 34,797 +3.2% 3.81% 3.83% -0.01pp

Total 942,268 909,186 +3.6%
1 All tabs.: All Danish seaports
2 All tabs.: German and Russian Baltic seaports only
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Focus

Focus
Road & rail developments

The European Parliament (EP) elections of May 2019 have opened a season of major changes on the 
EU institutional scene. New MEPs will sit in new EP committee compositions, and new administrative 
and political roles will be defined. We’re also going to experience new political groups, with changes 

in size as well as the composition of national delegations.

One of the first essential tasks 
for the newly elected EP will 
be the hearings aimed at 
assessing the suitability of the 

Commissioners-designate who will be 
put forward to lead EU policy-making 
in specific policy areas. The new College 
of Commissioners should take office on 
1 November 2019 (or as soon as the pro-
ceedings with the Parliamentary hear-
ings come to an end). Throughout this 
process of change, there is a window of 

#Inside
#New#European Parliament#Commission

#Rail#Priorities#Passengers#Freight
#Policy#GHG footrpint#Modal shift

opportunity for making the voice of the 
stakeholders heard: the representatives 
of all societal and economic sectors will 
engage with the institutional interlocutors 
to make sure that – from the very begin-
ning of the legislature – their priorities are 
well recorded in the notebooks of those 
behind the EU steering wheel.

Getting the priorities straight
It is in this context CER has adopted 

the Ever better railways for an ever closer 

Europe shuffles cards
by Libor Lochman, Executive Director, Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER)

Photo: Deutsche Bahn/Uwe Miethe

The CER Policy Agenda 2019-2024

Union document, which constitutes the 
policy agenda of the European rail sector 
for the years 2019-2024. Fundamentally, we 
believe the modal shift targets of the White 
Paper 2011. Roadmap to a Single European 
Transport Area (i.e., 50% shift of medium 
distance intercity passenger and freight 

We shape the future of intermodal transport

Hupac Group – count on us.

Shuttle Net Europe

Intermodal Russia

Landbridge China 

Company Shuttle

Maritime Logistics

Terminal Management


