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Roughly one year ago news items started to surface about a new contagious 
pathogen engulfing China. Fast forward to late autumn/early winter and the 
second wave of the coronavirus pandemic is sweeping the world, continuing 
to leave its imprint on how we live, work, socialise, shop, trade, in short – it 

stops at nothing. The situation it has brought about is a mixed one; some are trying 
to find a silver lining to it, e.g., the sharp uptake of remote work, hence precious time 
saved on commuting, less pollution, etc. Yet, this was already doable in the past but was 
shelved for perpetual tomorrow (‘because reasons,’ as the Internet would put it). By far, 
this somewhat forced development does not outweigh the tragic body count, nor makes 
tackling other issues, climate change, for instance, less pressing.

The European Union 
under the new Commission 
is, it appears, trying to 
leverage the situation 
in order to gain extra 
momentum to push 
its Green Deal agenda 
through. Overall, it seems 
that, though many have 
been keen to taunt the 
EU as passive and slow 
to react, fundamental 
changes are starting to take 
root (or even sprout). This 
includes a noticeably more 
assertive stance towards 
China, whose president has 
been steering the country’s 
ship – domestically but also 
increasingly abroad – in a 
more combative way. We’ve 
been keeping the finger on 
the New Silk Road and the 
Belt and Road Initiative 
pulse for many years, 
genuinely interested in 
the numerous ways they 
reshape transcontinental 

trade & transportation. This time, however, we’ve decided to make a one-eighty and 
throw light on the topic from Europe’s perspective. The EU wants to get back in the 
international affairs game, forging partnerships with Asian economies and reaching 
out to its closest neighbours, e.g., from the Western Balkan region, a part of Europe 
that China is eyeing as well (and Russia, too). Head to the Report section to see whether 
Europe is really playing second fiddle in this global concerto.

Apart from that, there’s a number of other splendid reads – three-award winning pieces by 
young maritime professionals (on ship recycling, decarbonisation, and seafarer well-being); 
another take on COVID’s socioeconomic impact; a legal panorama of the tonnage tax regime(s) 
in Europe against the backdrop of a recent row over whether certain land services can be 
included in it; a case study on how has Decathlon robotised its warehouses; and a closer look 
on a project tasked with modularising ship design & production. Of course, we couldn’t forget 
about the essentials, including everybody’s favourite, Transport miscellany, this time with 
stories on (two) flying Vikings, a certain rather famous civilians-only ship, what you get when 
you ‘gut’ a wind turbine blade, and celebrating Survitec’s 100th birthday – digitally, of course!

Przemysław Myszka

Dear Readers,  

Giovanni Battista Tiepolo – Allegory of the Planets and Continents; photo:Wikimedia Commons
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