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BTJ Calendar of events

BTJ 1/2018 (Feb.-March) Report: Baltic transport highlights 2017 | Focus: LNG

Logistics CIO Forum EU, 6-7 March 2018, NL/Amsterdam, events.eft.com/cioeu
The event will tackle in detail advancing technology, new market trends, changing business models, and increasing customer demands.

Transport Week 2018, 6-8 March 2018, PL/Gdańsk, www.transportweek.eu
Transport Week 2018 is the next edition of our flagship transport & logisticts conference. Widely recognized as the best possible start to your 
business year, it regularly gathers the crème de la crème of this highly dynamic industry.
This year's edition of the Transport Week will be dedicated to the development of port infrastructure in Poland and Europe and the 
opportunities and challenges posed by the New Silk Road and China's One Belt One Road initiative.

Ferry Shipping Summit, 21-22 March 2018, NL/Amsterdam, www.ferryshippingsummit.com
The conference programme will include a presentation on the state and strategic situation of the industry, in addition to industry-related 
case studies and panel debates attended by port executives and the representatives of ferry and short-sea ferry lines.

SmartRail, 17-19 April 2018, NL/Amsterdam, www.smartrailworld.com/events/smart-rail
SmartRail is an event to embrace the technological evolution of rail. It is dedicated to railway infrastructure managers, train operating 
companies, system and data integrators, and technology suppliers to create the digital railway of the future.

Shippax Ferry Conference, 18-20 April 2018, Oslo-Kiel-Oslo, www.shippaxferryconference.com
The two-day onboard ferry conference – first organized in 2003 – grows ever more popular with some 400 delegates in attendance each 
year, representing over 40 ferry companies from all over the world. Professional speakers and experts, captivating debates and best possible 
networking and exhibitions are part of the offer, together with a value-for-money policy with all events, meals, cabins and networking 
included in the price.

Globmar, 19-20 April 2018, PL/Sopot, ekonom.ug.edu.pl/web/globmar
The event will be attended by scientists and professionals in the academia as well as industry and government representatives. They will 
address the latest research outcomes and present and discuss their ideas, technologies, systems, tools and experiences in all theoretical and 
practical issues arising in the global maritime economy, with a special focus on current shipping, ports and administration issues.

BTJ 2/2018 (March-April) Report: Baltic port market | Focus: Cruise industry in the Baltic and Europe

Opening Oceans Conference, 2-3 May 2018, DK/Denmark, openingoceans.com
Opening Oceans is a new initiative from Nor-Shipping to help maritime and ocean industry players realise the unique business potential 
of the ocean space. It is a crucial event for all business leaders to understand the potential of the markets, innovations, and the strategic 
alliances and investments.

European Environmental Ports Conference 2018, 16-17 May 2018, BE/Antwerp,  
www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/environmental-ports-conference
The event will bring together senior representatives from the global port community and shipping companies as well as environmental 
policy-makers, academic experts, consultants, and technology providers.

4th CWC LNG Fuels Summit, 22-24 May 2018, NL/Amsterdam, www.lngfuelssummit.com
The 4th edition of the Summit will drive collaboration between the industry's entire value chain and end-users from the maritime, road 
transportation, and industrial sectors.

Breakbulk Europe 2018, 29-31 May 2018, DE/Bremen, www.breakbulk.com/events/breakbulk-europe-2018
The event will be attended by approx. 400 exhibitors and sponsors. It offers a possibility not only to see the latest products and services, 
but also to learn new skills in the educational workshops, micro-seminars, and exhibitor-led sessions.

ESPO Conference, 31 May-1 June 2018, NL/Rotterdam, www.espo-conference.com
As usual, the ESPO Conference is gathering an impressive line-up of high-level experts and inspiring speakers, who will set the scene for lively 
debates with different port authorities and EU policy makers. As always, different networking and social events are allowing participants to 
continue the discussions while enjoying the local cuisine and cultural environment.

4th International LNG Congress, 4-5 June 2018, DE/Berlin, lngcongress.com
The event comprises a business program and an exhibition area dedicated to gas industry, engineering, procurement and construction, 
and port and fleet-owners. Modern-day challenges in shipping, pricing, trading and environment will be discussed by major players of the 
market, such as Emerson, Lloyd's register, Cryostar SAS, Engie, Total Gas & Power Ltd., MSC Cruise Management.

Posidonia 2018, 4-8 June 2018, GR/Athens, posidonia-events.com
As every second year, Posidonia will once again gather its participants for numerous know-how & networking conferences, seminars, 
technical workshops, all accompanied by exhibitions. This year's edition will focus on latest technologies in shipping and across ports  
(i.a. energy efficiency & gas applications in the maritime industry), as well as regulations and trade.

SIL 2018, 5-7 June 2018, ES/Barcelona, www.silbcn.com
SIL will celebrate a very special edition on its 20th anniversary, being established as the leading annual Fair in the South of Europe and the 
Mediterranean where the whole supply chain is represented.

BTJ 3-4 2018 (May-Aug.) Report: Ro-ro & ferry, and container markets | Focus: European rail & road developments

ITS World Congress 2018, 17-21 September 2018, DK/Copenhagen, www.itsworldcongress.com
The 2018 Congress will focus on how ITS solutions can contribute to liveability, a greener environment, and lower congestion. Copenhagen 
strongly believes in employing ITS, and the driving ambition is to become the first carbon-neutral city by 2025.

China International Logistics and Transportation Fair, 11-13 October 2018, CN/Shenzhen, en.scmfair.com
CILF is one of the leading logistics and transport expos in Asia dedicated to logistics, supply chain management, ports and shipping, 
e-commerce, IT solutions for transport, as well as mobility in general, air cargo, and material handling. Last year the event was attended by 
1,861 exhibitors from over 52 countries and 134,500 visitors from 81 countries.
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Baltic transport 2017 highlights

Report

The 2017 listing of the most important transport and logistics events that took place across the Baltic dif-
fers from the 2016 one in two ways. First, the majority of the highlights is again more regional than global; 
however, the notable exception is OT Logistics and its efforts to bridge the Baltic and Adriatic seas. Second, 
we’ve decided to distinguish two anniversaries. The decade of DCT Gdańsk’s operations points to how the 
Baltic container market has profoundly changed in a fairly short amount of time, while the 10 year-long 
Hel-Tal service of the Tallink & Silja Line is an icon of one of our region’s emblems, namely ferry traffic.
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Growing in

In February 2017, Helsinki’s brand-new ter-
minal – the port’s largest investment of the 
decade – opened its doors to ferry passen-
gers. The facility comprises a €45m-worth 
12.9 km2-big terminal building as well as two 
new ship quays, of which one is equipped 
with a ramp for dual loading/unloading 
and an automatic mooring system. West 
Terminal 2 was designed from the ground, 
completed one month ahead of the schedule, 
and 5% below the €90m budget.
The facility, serving Tallink’s and Eckerö 
Line’s vessels, has a nameplate capacity of 
6-7m passengers per year. It has three dis-
embarkation bridges specifically designed 
for fast-scheduled traffic with the nearest 
tram stop right next to its entrance, short to-
ship walking distances, and a fast check-in 
system for those travelling with their cars. 
The terminal is also furnished with res-
taurants, cafés, and what’s said to be the 
longest departure lounge bar on the Baltic.
“West Terminal 2 is our way of meeting the 

needs of growing Helsinki-Tallinn traffic for 
the upcoming decades. The increased capac-
ity and improved travel comfort provide 
the preconditions for continued growth. 
The flexibility of port operations in the 
centre of the city are of great importance 
to Helsinki and its strongly growing tour-
ism sector,” Kimmo Mäki, at that time Port 
of Helsinki’s CEO, commented during the 
terminal’s opening ceremony.
Margus Schults, Managing Director, 
Tallink & Silja Line, added, “We want to 
offer our customers the most pleasant and 
convenient customer experience possible. 
This is why we have introduced a new ship, 
Megastar, on the Helsinki-Tallinn route in 
response to customers’ wishes, and invested 
heavily in various digital customer service 
solutions. Even embarking is an important 
part of a trip, so this great new terminal and 
its shorter walking distances to ships will 
enhance our customer experience even fur-
ther.” Taru Keronen, Managing Director, 

Eckerö Line, summed it up by saying, “Here 
at Eckerö Line, we want to provide our 
customers a breakaway from everyday rou-
tines, whether it’s just for a few hours or 
for several days. The new West Terminal 
makes ship travel even more convenient 
and pleasant for both holiday and busi-
ness travellers.” According to the Port of 
Helsinki Impact Assessment 2016, marine 
passengers (ferry and cruise) bring over 
€805m to the Helsinki region annually.
Since its commissioning, West Terminal 2 
has scooped up two architectural awards. 

The Port of Helsinki’s West Terminal 2 – an architectural tour de force which serves one of the busiest ferry routes Europe-wide

#Inside

Helsinki#Tallinn#Kapellskär#Gdańsk
#Finnlines#Ro-ro#Jumboisation

#OT Logistics#Rijeka#Baltic-Adriatic
#Skangas#LNG#Bunkering#Tornio

#Adampol#Finished vehicle logistics
#Ferry#Tallink & Silja Line#LNG

#Hel-Tal#Megastar
#DCT Gdańsk#Le Havre-Gdańsk range

by Przemysław Myszka
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Focus

Focus
The world market for LNG

According to the 2017 World LNG Report, authored by the International Gas Union (IGU), 2016 was the 
third consecutive year in which the global trade of liquefied natural gas (LNG) hit a new record. A total 
of 258mt was shipped around the world, 13.1mt more than in 2015 (+5% year-on-year) – the highest rate 
of growth since 2011. At the same time, however, the market still cannot match supply with demand, the 
former outpacing the latter by a few lengths. Then again, one still gets the impression that while cur-
rently in a state of calibrating itself, the industry firmly believes that the future will be powered by gas.

Off balance, 
yet buoyant

The chief reason behind the two 
trends lies in the additional sup-
ply, which rose by 35mt per annum 
to 339.7mtpa of global nominal liq-

uefaction capacity from end-2015 to January 
2017. At the beginning of last year, there 
was 114.6mtpa of LNG supply under con-
struction. Australia is developing heav-
ily its liquefaction capacities and if every-
thing goes according to plans, this year the 
country will become the largest liquefac-
tion capacity holder in the world – going up 
from 43.7mtpa in 2016 to 85mtpa. In 2017 
alone, 47.6mtpa of supply was added, the 
lion’s share coming from the US, Australia, 
Cameron, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Russia.

Alike the Aussies, the US is pushing 
keenly to start exporting its surplus of gas 
in the near future. Out of the overall volume 

to come online, the US will supply 57.6mtpa, 
presumably to be shipped out through the 
Gulf of Mexico rather than via Alaska’s 
Kenai plant. In 2016, the first batch of 2.9mt 
of LNG was exported with the use of the 
Sabine Pass terminal located on the border 
between Texas and Louisiana. Worth men-
tioning here are the two historical events 
that took place in the Baltic Sea region in 
2017, namely when Poland (in June) and 
Lithuania (in August) received their first ever 
LNG shipments from the US, sent out from 
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#Inside

#LNG
#Trade#Imports#Exports

#Terminals#Costs#Utilisation
#Prices

#Fleet#Newbuilds#Orders

by Przemysław Myszka
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Baltic Sea region’s LNG market

Baltic Sea 
region’s LNG 

market
by Monika Rozmarynowska-Mrozek, 

Consultant, Actia Consulting Photo: Skangas

LNG import terminals

The region’s history of importing LNG isn’t long. However, in just a few years’ time 
the Baltic Sea witnessed the launching of five medium- to large-scale terminals 
(Tab. 1). Apart from these, there’s a number of other LNG receiving and/or export-

ing facilities under construction or in the planning phase (Tab. 2).
It all started in May 2011, with the commissioning of AGA’s LNG terminal in 

Nynäshamn, Sweden. This medium-sized facility (20 thou. m3 of storage space, handling 
capacity of up to 0.5 billion m3/year) supplies LNG primarily to the nearby crude oil 
refinery of Nynas (via a pipeline), but it also feeds gas to the Stockholm grid, and provides 
gas-driven vehicles with fuel. Moreover, AGA’s bunkering boat, Seagas (the region’s first), 
takes in gas from Nynäshamn to fuel the Baltic’s first LNG-run ferry, Viking Line’s Viking 
Grace, in the Stockholm port. The bulk of gas transported to the terminal in Nynäshamn 
is sourced from Skangas’ natural gas liquefaction plant in Stavanger/Risavika, Norway.

Scan to read the whole article
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Not only does 2017 rest in the bin together with the calendars, but so does the bulk 
of this year’s first quarter. All things counted, last year was, well, complicated. On 
the one hand, it brought us several transport and logistics developments across our 
region that we can be utmost proud of – the Report digs into the details why. On the 

other hand, the brownish atmosphere of the past year tainted human relations and will most 
probably continue to undermine them in 2018, unfortunately. The On the roads column throws 
light on this mix of contradicting events. In these uncertain times, when the quite unexpected 
high tempo of economic growth (at least in Europe) threads its way between the fuming political 
and social sentiments, perhaps it’s a good (still not the best, but not less than decent) to keep 

guard, be classy 
whenever possible, 
and move forward. 
Sometimes, the 
only way out is the 
way through (and 
in the Economy’s 
piece Europe’s top 
you’ll find out how 
the Baltic and its 
closest neighbour-
hood made its way 
past 2017).

As mentioned 
in the previous 
editorial, we’re 
planning to add 
a few new items 

to our store. With this issue, we’re kicking off the A free bit of advice section targeted 
at consulting firms and the academia, or simply all those who wish to highlight their 
research as part of their overall expertise. The section sets off with Actia Forum’s data-
rich insights into the Polish port market – how it performed last year and what the 
major seaports have in their investment plans. The piece is packed with what we fancy 
the most – facts and figures!

We’ve been covering the rollout of the regional liquefied natural gas (LNG) market for 
several years now, essentially from its introduction in the Baltic. In the Focus part we’ve 
popped out of the region to scrutinise how the global LNG industry is faring. However, who 
said that a traditional, printed journal cannot embed a bit of digitalisation into good ol’ 
paper? We used QR codes in the past to extend the experience; in this issue you’ll find a few 
of them, including some with additional reads about the LNG business. As for the digital 
revolution itself, check what Transas’ Frank Coles has to say about the maritime industry 
and what it gets wrong about disruption. The Technology column also features a follow-up 
to what was actually our first article in this series. As for cooperation, we’re hosting an 
interview with our Russian friends from the PortNews.ru agency again, this time on the 
Northern Sea Route. Our other well-known authors supported this issue as well – with more 
than fine reads on ship recycling, deep-sea ro-ro shipping, and the post-2020 Multiannual 
Financial Framework of the EU.

Finally, the Transport miscellany, which I reckon couldn’t get much more miscellaneous. 
We’ve got gliders that landed in a port before it was even dug, Swedes and Norwegians with 
American names setting up the shipping and beer industries of modern Japan, luxury train 
cruises around our region, and to top it all – a Trabant on legs that carries (on his back, in 
trunk?) a meaningful message about the past and the present…

Have a great read!

Przemysław Myszka
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Norman Rockwell – The Problem We All Live With; photo: Wikimedia Commons

All over the
world – HaminaKotka
The Port of HaminaKotka is a versatile Finnish seaport serving trade and 
industry. The location of HaminaKotka at the logistics hub makes the port 
truly unique – it opens up connections to all parts of the world.
Welcome to the Port of HaminaKotka! haminakotka.com




