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BTJ Calendar of events

BTJ 2/2018 (March-April) Report: Baltic port market | Focus: Cruise industry in the Baltic and Europe

Opening Oceans Conference, 2-3 May 2018, DK/Denmark, openingoceans.com
Opening Oceans is a new initiative from Nor-Shipping to help maritime and ocean industry players realise the unique business potential 
of the ocean space. It is a crucial event for all business leaders to understand the potential of the markets, innovations, and the strategic 
alliances and investments.

European Environmental Ports Conference 2018, 16-17 May 2018, BE/Antwerp,  
www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/environmental-ports-conference
The event will bring together senior representatives from the global port community and shipping companies as well as environmental 
policy-makers, academic experts, consultants, and technology providers.

UniMerchants Grain Academy, 17 May 2018, PL/Cracow, akademia.unimerchants.com
UniMerchants Academy is a series of workshops addressed to companies operating on the cereal market. It is also a meeting place of the 
crème de la crème of the agricultural industry.

The Ports 4.0 Conference, 17 May 2018 2018, EE/Tallinn, www.bpoports.com/digitalization-conference
Digitalization is a process that a�ects every industry. The maritime sector will not be an exception. Discover everything there is to know 
about the topic and what challenges and opportunities it brings for the maritime industry.

10th Annual: UK Ports Conference 2018, 22-23 May 2018, UK/London, www.waterfrontconferencecompany.com/conferences
Now in its 10th year, the UK Ports Conference is an essential update for the UK ports industry that brings together senior representatives 
from across the ports, shipping and maritime sectors to explore the opportunities and challenges facing the port sector, now and in the 
coming years.

4th CWC LNG Fuels Summit, 22-24 May 2018, NL/Amsterdam, www.lngfuelssummit.com
The 4th edition of the Summit will drive collaboration between the industry's entire value chain and end-users from the maritime, road 
transportation, and industrial sectors.

Breakbulk Europe 2018, 29-31 May 2018, DE/Bremen, www.breakbulk.com/events/breakbulk-europe-2018
The event will be attended by approx. 400 exhibitors and sponsors. It o�ers a possibility not only to see the latest products and services, 
but also to learn new skills in the educational workshops, micro-seminars, and exhibitor-led sessions.

ESPO Conference, 31 May-1 June 2018, NL/Rotterdam, www.espo-conference.com
As usual, the ESPO Conference is gathering an impressive line-up of high-level experts and inspiring speakers, who will set the scene for lively 
debates with di�erent port authorities and EU policy makers. As always, di�erent networking and social events are allowing participants to 
continue the discussions while enjoying the local cuisine and cultural environment.

4th International LNG Congress, 4-5 June 2018, DE/Berlin, lngcongress.com
The event comprises a business program and an exhibition area dedicated to gas industry, engineering, procurement and construction, 
and port and �eet-owners. Modern-day challenges in shipping, pricing, trading and environment will be discussed by major players of the 
market, such as Emerson, Lloyd's register, Cryostar SAS, Engie, Total Gas & Power Ltd., MSC Cruise Management.

Posidonia 2018, 4-8 June 2018, GR/Athens, posidonia-events.com
As every second year, Posidonia will once again gather its participants for numerous know-how & networking conferences, seminars, 
technical workshops, all accompanied by exhibitions. This year's edition will focus on latest technologies in shipping and across ports  
(i.a. energy e�ciency & gas applications in the maritime industry), as well as regulations and trade.

SIL 2018, 5-7 June 2018, ES/Barcelona, www.silbcn.com
SIL will celebrate a very special edition on its 20th anniversary, being established as the leading annual Fair in the South of Europe and the 
Mediterranean where the whole supply chain is represented.

LNG Conference, 7-8 June 2018, FI/Helsinki, www.lngconference.eu
The premier LNG event gathering the top movers and shakers of this rapidly developing industry. It is here where business meets opportunity 
– expert speakers, engaged audience and an environment enabling a hands-on experience. The event will put a special focus on the Baltic 
Sea Region, while at the same time keeping an eye on the main developments in Europe and the rest of the world.

European Electric Vehicle Batteries Summit 2018, 20-21 June 2018, DE/Munich, www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/
european-electric-vehicle-batteries-summit
The two day event will bring together key industry stakeholders from the battery manufacturers, car manufacturers, energy storage component 
material developers, technology providers, grid operators, policy makers, environmental bodies, consultants.

Global Port & Marine Operations – 11th International Harbour Masters Congress, 25-28 June 2018, UK/London, 
maritime.knect365.com
The congress will explore a diverse range of topics inspired by a single theme – Ports: Essential for Safe, E�cient and Secure Global Trade. 
The aim of the event is partly to recognise the valuable role performed by Harbour Masters in maintaining the smooth operation of the 
ports network and also to explore how new developments in operational practices, technologies and infrastructure can make the trade of 
coming years even more secure and e�cient.

BTJ 3-4 2018 (May-Aug.) Report: Ro-ro & ferry, and container markets | Focus: European rail & road developments

ITS World Congress 2018, 17-21 September 2018, DK/Copenhagen, www.itsworldcongress.com
The 2018 Congress will focus on how ITS solutions can contribute to liveability, a greener environment, and lower congestion. Copenhagen 
strongly believes in employing ITS, and the driving ambition is to become the �rst carbon-neutral city by 2025.

China International Logistics and Transportation Fair, 11-13 October 2018, CN/Shenzhen, en.scmfair.com
CILF is one of the leading logistics and transport expos in Asia dedicated to logistics, supply chain management, ports and shipping, 
e-commerce, IT solutions for transport, as well as mobility in general, air cargo, and material handling. Last year the event was attended by 
1,861 exhibitors from over 52 countries and 134,500 visitors from 81 countries.
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Baltic port market in 2017

Report

Last year ended with a new record in freight tra�c served by our region’s seaports. In total, they made 907.8mt, 
that’s 3.0% over 2016, the previous all-time high year. Apart from Denmark and Latvia, all countries advanced. 
Though liquids are still dominating the tables, this freight group lost almost 11.4mt in 2017 (incl. a drop in Russia), 
and consequently market share (2.43 percentage points) in favour of dry bulk (+1.44pp) and general cargo (+0.99pp).
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Another ton
by Marek Błuś and Przemysław Myszka

#Inside
#Baltic#Ports

#Volumes#Share#2016-2017
#Total#Liquids#Dry#General
#More#Baltic Port Map 2017

Tab. 1. Baltic Sea region ports’ total cargo turnover in 2016-
2017 (thousand tonnes)

№ Country 2017 2016 2017/2016 [%]
1 Russia 247,496 236,599 +4.6%
2 Sweden 175,964 171,324 +2.7%
3 Finland 109,000 105,016 +3.8%
4 Denmark 92,900 96,150 -3.4%
5 Poland 78,437 72,954 +7.5%
6 Latvia 61,878 63,116 -2.0%
7 Germany 54,453 53,048 +2.6%
8 Lithuania 52,908 49,437 +7.0%
9 Estonia 34,797 33,627 +3.5%
Total 907,833 881,271 +3.0%

Sources: national statistics (Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Russia, and Sweden); estimations based on incomplete 
national statistics (Denmark and Finland)
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Focus

Focus
Cruise industry in the Baltic and Europe

While still being a niche segment, the cruise industry is enjoying rapid 
growth these days, with tens of thousands of new travellers boarding the 
�oating hotels each year. We are talking to Bo Larsen, who is responsible 
for developing strategic partnerships for the Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA), whose objective is to grow the community of the 
cruise industry globally, as well as to bring the industry execs together 
regularly. We ask about changing the perception of this business, why 
it is crucial to choose the right ship for one’s �rst cruise, what is the 
Executive Partner Program, and what is the industry’s future outlook.

There’s a cruise 
for everybody

by Przemysław Myszka

�	First, could you bring forward what 
is exactly CLIA in general and its 
European arm in particular?

In a nutshell, we are the world’s biggest 
cruise industry trade association, estab-
lished back in 1975. CLIA currently repre-
sents over 65 cruise lines – that’s more or 
less 95% of the global cruise capacity. At 
the same time, around 15,000 and 25,000 
travel agencies and agents, respectively, 
are our members. In total, the Association 
has 15 offices worldwide – from Alaska to 
Southeast Asia and Australasia. In 2014, 
the European arm was set up. Before that, 
we had the European Cruise Council, 
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#Inside
#Cruise lines#Fleets

#First cruise#Cruising for all
#CLIA#Executive Partner Program

which to some extent was a very differ-
ent organisation by default. It was a gath-
ering of the cruise lines; a place for them 
to discuss things internally as well as to 
speak with the decision makers on the EU 
level. In turn, CLIA Europe was brought 
to life in order to shape and present the 
industry’s voice. Apart from the cruise 
lines we represent, we also reach out to 
ports, while our ties with the travel agent 
community are becoming more and more 
profound, too. We’re also playing a par-
ticular attention to working with our part-
ners as closely as possible. That’s why we 
have a number of national chapters both 
in Europe and worldwide.

Interview with Bo Larsen, Senior Vice President,
Strategic Partnerships, CLIA Europe
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The year 2018 bears the name of the year of multimodality. Certainly, this issue of our 
journal sees eye to eye with the European Commission on this initiative. As various 
associations, including the Baltic Ports Organization (BPO) and the European Sea 
Ports Organisation, are persuading the decision makers in Brussels that ports should 

have a more pronounced say within the next edition of the Connecting Europe Facility, and conse-
quently in the TEN-T, we devoted numerous pages to port a�airs. First, the year’s second edition 
traditionally hosts a Report on the Baltic Sea port industry. However, to make room for other 
insights, the main analysis was condensed into data-rich tables on the region’s liquid and dry bulk 
as well as general cargo tra�c in 2016 and 2017, and how these groups faired against each other in 
the context of the Baltic countries’ total throughput. �ese are supplemented by the latest instal-
ment of the Baltic Port Map, to which we added yet another �gure – on �nished vehicle logistics. 
�e other thing I’m particularly proud regarding our map is that we’re most probably the �rst ones 
who are publishing statistics on the Port of Bronka, a container and ro-ro green�eld project in 
the Russian part of the Baltic that has just gone through its �rst year of operations. Next, we did 
an interview with Valdo Kalm, the man in charge of the Port of Tallinn. Among many things, we 
talked about the megatrends that are shaping the port sector: LNG, digitalisation, and sustain-
ability. Talking about ports and the digital revolution, another of Report’s reads highlights how 
port agents – the critical link between the sea and the hinterland – can jazz up their operations 
by abandoning pen and paper practices in favour of IT cloud-based solutions. Kudos to So�ship’s 

Lars Fischer for emphasising the fact that the so�ware is for everyone, small and big players alike. 
�e downside to adding more and more tech to one’s port operations is the increasing risk of being 
targeted by cybercriminals (or simply falling victim to collateral IT damage when an Internet 
fray bursts). An article in the Legal column asks in this regard soberly, “Can you a�ord turning 
a blind eye?” Lastly, in the topic of Baltic ports, the Focus is all about the region’s cruise market, 
surely one segment that’s letting its freak �ag �y. I reckon that the uninterrupted growth it enjoyed 
over the 2000-2017 period, including the crisis years, is hard to swallow for others. By the way, 
estimations show that 2018 will end with a new all-time high. It seems, therefore, there’s truth 
in the title of another of our interviews, �ere’s a cruise for everybody (with CLIA’s Bo Larsen). 
�e 2/18 issue has one more interview, this time with a real rail man, Alexey Grom, President 
and CEO of the United Transport and Logistics Company. Together with Mr. Grom, we ventured 
not only into details of managing and running trainsets across the southern corridor of the New 
Silk Road but also dwelled into “so�er” issues, taken at face value, to discover the true meaning 
of Eurasia and what the Russian lore wishes us in this context. I, and hopefully also the man on 
the Clapham omnibus, very much fancy such talks which go beyond the business of transport 
& logistics only to discuss more of a philosophical side to what’s essentially moving objects from 
point A to point B. To close the multimodality theme, roads are represented in the Technology 
column in a piece about how to make truck orders with the click of a mouse (again, digitalisation 
is, it appears, what staples the loose leaves).

However, I wouldn’t forgive myself had I forgotten to mention two of our dearest columns, 
the Heritage corner and Transport miscellany. �e former carries a story of the TT Club, 
celebrating this year its 50th anniversary. Happy birthday, lads and lassies! As for the latter, 
well, we got Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II cutting a cake, next to a container garden full of 
veggies and the oldest Swiss locomotive with an American smokestack peacefully exhibiting 
its industrial self-esteem in a Finnish museum. I’ll say no more.

Have a great read!

Przemysław Myszka
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All over the
world – HaminaKotka
The Port of HaminaKotka is a versatile Finnish seaport serving trade and 
industry. The location of HaminaKotka at the logistics hub makes the port 
truly unique – it opens up connections to all parts of the world.
Welcome to the Port of HaminaKotka! haminakotka.com

Photo: Wikimedia Commons


