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Now, haven’t we found ourselves living in a profoundly different world than just 
one editorial ago? So similar yet so unlike. Will there ever be a return to busi-
ness as usual – when and how? It’s hard to prophesy anything when faced with 
the news that seaborne passenger traffic has virtually evaporated overnight. 

Will people muster the courage to board a ferry or cruise ship, remembering the images of 
stranded coronavirus-affected vessels? Or maybe it’s just all doom and gloom that’ll disap-
pear once the lockdowns have been lifted? The same for the global economy – it’s anybody’s 
guess just how deep and long-lasting will be the GDP losses as well as how fast it will take 
for trade to rebound – and in what shape. Some say the pandemic will significantly alter 

consumer choices; others, in turn, are of the opinion that globalisation, though with a few 
bruises and a crippled supply chain here and there, is far stronger than whatever coronavi-
rus can and will ultimately bring about.

Two weeks into the pandemic – with more and more news items popping up on the very 
tangible impact of COVID-19 on the Baltic shipping business, especially ferry and cruise – the 
Baltic Ports Organization commissioned us to prepare a situation report on what exactly is 
happening and how our regional ports are reacting to this unknown. The two key takeaways are 
that seaports are functioning cargo-wise, having put in place measures to keep them running, 
including dividing their dockers into shifts whose work do not cross each other, but the passenger 
part of the business, on- and offshore, received a blow right in between the eyes and is boxing 
on the ground floor. That’s bad news both for companies’ revenues as well as those of us who 
just love to embark on a ferry trip or partake in a conference which has a ship for its venue, a 
unique touch not even the most grandiose hotel can mimic.

Yet, it’s not that COVID-19 has erased other issues with which the transport & logistics 
business is dealing. Sure, we’ve got a few corona-pieces on-board this issue, but that paper 
& digital boat of ours ain’t leaving other topics to float casually amidst the pandemic flood. 
As such, we’ve prepared for you a varied batch of reads, including on how much will it cost to 
decarbonise international shipping; what are ‘green loans’ and how can they help in making 
seaborne transportation more climate-friendly; what has the European Green Deal in store for 
the transport sector; what can we achieve when sustainability is data-driven as well as what 
are the Swedes already doing in this regard; what should we be looking for when thinking about 
basing our terminal operating system on cloud technology in order not to end up with a fake; 
what are the essential steps in future-proofing a newly-built ship; lastly, we’ve talked with Erik 
Söderholm, the Port of Turku’s new Managing Director, about the meaning of port business 
fundamentals on the brink of the third decade of the 21st century.

If you’re feeling distressed by the coronavirus pandemic, I’ve got you; it can be overwhelming. 
Paraphrasing a saying about chocolate: I don’t know the question, but beer is the answer. Head 
to Heritage corner and if nothing else, maybe a deep mahogany Baltic Porter at the end of the 
day will dispel some of the worries.

Przemysław Myszka

Dear Readers,  
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