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Figure 7 | The EU is highly dependent on imports of critical raw materials 

 
Note: Import dependency is the percentage of CRMs supplied from outside the EU, indicating the EU’s 
reliance on imports to meet demand. Higher values reflect greater vulnerability to external supply disruptions. 

Source: ECA, based on Commission information (2016-2020). 

40 In order to reduce the risks linked to this dependency, the Critical Raw Materials Act sets a 
non-binding target that by 2030, no more than 65 % of each strategic raw material can 
originate from a single non-EU country, whether unprocessed or at any processing stage. 
At the extraction stage (i.e. unprocessed strategic raw materials), there is currently one EU 
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