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We sit in front of our screens most of the time, handling emails, keeping our websites and social media 
updated, and writing and editing various bits and pieces so that you can take hold of another edition of 
our journal. It is all fine and dandy, sometimes even artful, but a special kind of ‘magic’ happens when the 
things we write about stand before our eyes. Thanks to our Partners – and the lifting of corona-induced travel 
restrictions – we could once more embark on a BTJ Trip. This year’s destination was Sweden where at the turn 
of August and September, we visited the ports of Ystad, Trelleborg, Oxelösund, Karlshamn, and Södertälje.  
As the country is quite unique in its approach to sustainability (in Nyköping, Przemek Myszka bought a cooking 
book where portions had their CO2e calculated!), we decided to make the journey as eco-friendly as possible.

BTJ Trip 2022 \ Sweden
by Przemysław Myszka and Przemysław Opłocki

Visiting the ports in Ystad, Trelleborg, Oxelösund, Karlshamn, and Södertälje – sustainably!

Day 1: by rail to Świnoujście and by ferry to Ystad

The 2022 instalment of BTJ Trip was di-
vided into two parts, totting up to some 
3,000 km. The first leg saw us taking a train 
from Gdynia to Świnoujście. While Poland is 
still heavily reliant upon fossil fuels for elec-
tricity production, in the two voivodeships 

we went through, Pomeranian and West Po-
meranian, over 50% of power comes from 
renewables.

We arrived in Świnoujście late in the af-
ternoon on 28 August, eventually making 
our way to the Ferry Terminal Świnoujście. 

The port authority has been focusing on in-
creasing Świnoujście’s wheeled cargo han-
dling for the past couple of years, including 
within an EU-supported project executed 
with the Port of Ystad (over €132m, includ-
ing nearly €35m from the block). We sin-
cerely hope that the investments will also 
trickle down to upgrade the experience of 
private travellers, especially those footing 
it. Polferries and Unity Line are working on 
their three brand-new ferries (room for 400 
passengers and 4,100 lane metres for trucks 
& trailers) to improve the Świnoujście-
Trelleborg-Ystad ‘rolling’ corridor (as of 
2025-2027), so the newbuilds might attract 
new tourists. Other things aside, it is praise-
worthy that there are information boards 
in Ukrainian at the terminal (shelter, legal 
advice, etc.). The ferry lines serving Poland-
Sweden traffic got engaged in helping our 
eastern neighbours from the very start of 
Russia’s war of aggression.

After a long day, we rested our heads, 
hoping for at least some beauty sleep ahead 
of the early berthing in Ystad. Similar to 
Świnoujście’s terminal, our ferry accommo-
dated commercial passengers’ needs much 
more than those of private travellers. But hey-
ho, it safely got us over the crossing between 
the two countries! Day 1 checked off!Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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Day 2: Ystad and by rail to Trelleborg

Although relatively small, the facility in Ys-
tad was cosy enough for us to do some work 
whilst waiting to visit the port authority and 
partaking in the official handover of the new 
ferry berths (in use since the break of 2020 
and 2021 – well, you know, COVID-19). The 
new infrastructure enables taking care of 240 
m long ferries (which additionally can draw 
their energy from the shore, sparing the en-
vironment harmful emissions and the neigh-
bourhood – some noise).

Some 290k m3 of dredged material was 
used for turning the sea into the new quay, 
plus around 671kt of boulders-turned-break-
waters. Most construction materials, such as 
steel sheets, profiles, pipes, etc., were carried 
by sea and unloaded at a quay expressly set 
up for building the new infrastructure. The 
port says that stone transports would alone 
tot up to 35k trucks. New paving was made 
out of concrete – more expensive than as-
phalt. Ystad argues it is worth the effort: the 
lighter surface demands less lighting (LEDs 
with twilight relay and time control), is more 
durable, and causes less wear & tear to lorry 
tyres. The new quay likewise breakwaters 

are high enough to withstand severe weath-
er conditions.

The Port of Ystad was polite enough to al-
low us to leave our luggage in the authority’s 
building, after which we made a gentle stroll 
through the quaint streets of Ystad. We were 
back just in time for the bus to take us to the 
new infrastructure – which we already saw 
from aloft on our way to the port. It was cloudy, 
it was windy, it was chilly – yet everybody was 
merry when the seaport’s Managing Director, 
Björn Boström, got things running (with ‘our’ 
Mazovia of Polferries in the background). As 
a testament to the port’s investment and plans, 
especially passenger-wise, Viking Line’s Viking 

Cinderella called to one of the new berths dur-
ing the event, dropping off travellers on an 
intra-Baltic cruise. Shortly afterwards, we were 
picked up and ‘unloaded’ at the port office for 
a chat with Björn (which you can find as a sepa-
rate read within the BTJ Trip coverage).

After the interview and bidding farewell 
to Ystad’s staff, Przemek Myszka’s Swedish 
came in handy while trying to find out how 
to buy paper tickets for cash in the country 
(as it turned out, both are pretty obsolete in 
Sweden, at least in this regard). After a tasty 
food truck meal, we hopped onto a train 
and headed for Trelleborg via Malmö. Day 2 
was done & dusted!

Photo: Port of Ystad
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Day 3: Trelleborg and by rail & bus to Oxelösund

The next day brought about a new sea-
port – and weather! The sun showed up in 
time for a(n) (electric) car ride within the 
Port of Trelleborg with its CEO, Jörgen Nils-
son, and Communications Manager, Pet-
ronella Ljungh. It was an exceptional tour as 
Jörgen showed us the port’s past, present, 
and future. We began our tour through the 
soon-to-be handed-over premises, which 
the city will turn into a residential area (the 
Kuststad 2025 project).

This April, the port took four new berths 
into operation. Since the expansion started, 
Trelleborg’s seaport made Sweden longer 
(by 550 m south), built 3.0 km of breakwa-
ters, used 600kt of stone (shipped from the 
nearby Halmstad), dredged 1.7m m3, and 
reclaimed 50 hectares from the sea. All told, 
Trelleborg’s quay wall counts 5.4 km now. 
Before long, new yards, check-in, port en-
trance, and access road from the east side 
will follow suit. If all goes according to the 
plan, Trelleborg will also take over the over-
the-fence railroads (nowadays governmen-

tal property) and make them part of its fu-
ture intermodal offering.

After that, we headed to the ferry berths, 
seasoned and brand-new ones, to see 
trucks & trailers going to and fro the ships 
(including the not-so-long-ago jumboised 
Peter Pan). We also went to the outermost 
berthing position, now used for handling 
break-bulk and project cargo (just before 
the BTJ Trip, news broke out that Trelleborg 
will take care of some 300-400kt of... Den-
mark-bound sugar beet on behalf of Nor-
dic Sugar). We also drove to see the port’s 
new head office, the Waterfront, taking 
shape. On the way there, we could also spot 
the port’s photovoltaic farm (1,296 panels 
spread across 2,200 m2) basking in the sun. 
In the period 1 September 2020-9 August 
2022, the system produced one million kWh 
(around half of the new port’s energy de-
mand). Jörgen said they will further invest 
in harvesting solar energy: the Waterfront 
will have panels installed, while the port is 
also looking into floating solutions. While 

heading towards the rail terminal, Prze-
mek Opłocki noticed many trees planted 
throughout the new port premises, starkly 
contrasting with the concrete and asphalt 
landscape. Jörgen nodded and remarked 
that Trelleborg would be green also in the 
most direct way.

After the ride, we were invited to the 
authority’s current seat; placed at the 
building’s top, it has gorgeous timbering, 
giving the whole place a modern loft look. 
We then sat with cups of coffee for the in-
terview. Having some spare time before 
going to the train station, we wandered 
through the streets to stretch our legs be-
fore what appeared to be a looong ride 
up north. With changeovers in Malmö and 
Norrköping, we landed in Nyköping sev-
eral hours later (oh gosh, the views outside 
the train windows!). “Public” stands for sus-
tainability, so we took a local bus to Ox-
elösund. Finally, late in the afternoon, we 
checked in, roved for a while, and dined. 
Day 3 was signed & sealed!

Photo: Canva
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Day 4: Oxelösund

While the town is more or less at the same 
latitude as Scotland’s Forsinard Flows or the 
northern tip of Canada’s Newfoundland and 
Labrador, the weather was stunning! Locked 
and loaded (and high on local forest- and 
skerry-infused oxygen – better than dou-
ble espresso!), we set foot for the port. We 
did that earlier than planned as the Port of 
Oxelösund’s CEO, Douglas Heilborn, asked 
whether we could meet ahead of time as 
Wednesday was his last day as the seaport’s 
top dog. After 17 years of work – talk about 
experience! If you are reading this, Douglas, 
once more from us: we wish you nothing but 
fair winds and following seas, and thanks for 
your support throughout the years! 

We first sat in the authority’s conference 
room for a presentation by Fredrik Nikander, 
the port’s Marketing and Sales Director, and 
an interview with the two gents. We then 
got clothed in bonny security vests and hel-
mets and departed for a farewell party. It was 
emotional, it was of course organised in a port 
warehouse (the weight of a single steel coil is 
impressive!), it was Swedish/‘Oxelösund-ian:’ 
we were served smörgåstårta, which stands 

for sandwich cake, a traditional meal for biding 
somebody working in the port goodbye.

Once Douglas was thanked and handed 
gifts, we hopped with him and Fredrik for 
a seaport tour. While we use the term “port” in 
relation to various entities that all handle sea- 
and land-borne freight (and passenger) traf-
fic, the contrast between the ferry ports Ystad 
and Trelleborg and the industrial Oxelösund 
couldn’t be more striking. Sure, Oxelösund also 
takes care of wheeled cargo (containers, too). 
Still, by far and large, the seaport draws upon 
its expertise in handling various dry bulk (with 
some liquids for good measure) and break-bulk 
goods such as waste from the UK for co-gen-
eration, recycling paper, other forest products, 
grains (wheat, canola, flaxseed), coal, limestone, 
salt, various types of iron (e.g. pig) and steel, 
wood pellets, you name it! But what was most 
noticeable, they also handle iron ore together 
with other materials from Earth’s belly. We both 
took some rusty, soil-covered, and fairly heavy 
‘pebbles’ as keepsakes (you won’t buy these in 
your run-of-the-mill souvenir shop!).

No wonder: the year-round ice-free Ox-
elösund can serve the largest dry bulkers 

entering the Baltic (the dry bulk quay offers 
388 m of 16.5 m deep berthing length). The 
port also eyes attracting larger freighters for 
unitised cargo, with the planned investment 
blueprinted to accommodate ships as big as 
Wallenius SOL’s newbuilds of the Enabler-
class (242 by 35.2 m, 6,442 lane metres of car-
rying capacity).

After a short break to visit Oxelösund’s 
ICA, where we could stock up on environ-
mentally friendly round knäckebröd (crisp-
bread with CO2e/packet calculations!) and 
coffee (Rainforest Alliance-certified), we 
were picked up and dropped off in Nyköping 
to stitch tomorrow’s logistics up. And fortu-
nately so! We were lucky to check SJ’s rail site 
in advance, only to discover that all but one 
link for tomorrow’s journey to Karlshamn was 
sold out... We scrambled to find the nearest 
ticket-selling stand. Merry as crickets that we 
got our passage secured, we visited a nearby 
bookshop as Przemek Myszka was on a hunt 
for a vegan recipe book to hone his Swed-
ish cooking skills. Happily back in Oxelösund 
again (and again by bus), we called it a day. 
And what a day it was indeed!

Photo: Przemysław Myszka
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Photo: Port of Karlshamn

Days 5 & 6: by rail to Karlshamn, by rail to Karlskrona, and by ferry to Gdynia

Since the Port of Karlshamn’s CEO, Mats 
Olsson, was in Klaipėda partaking in launching 
new infrastructure that was readied to accom-
modate DFDS’ newbuilds for the Karlshamn-
Klaipėda service, we had the entire Thursday 
to get ourselves from mid- to south Sweden 
again. It required a bus and four trains, but we 
arrived in Karlshamn safe and sound. Truly, the 
country’s passenger rail services (of different 
operators) deserve a pat on the back! All in all, 
the first scents of autumn air could be sensed 
as the sun set behind the horizon, igniting the 
pewter clouds with amber and crimson.

While Ystad and Trelleborg are fully fledged 
ferry ports, Oxelösund an industrial seaport, 
Karlshamn sits in-between. The remarkable 
Aura Seaways ro-pax of DFDS welcomed us 
as we approached the port authority, where 
we first sat with Mats for a talk. We then got 
once more dressed up in stylish neon yellow 
to hop for a car tour in and around the port. 
It allowed us to experience the heavy-duty 
part of Karlshamn: wind turbine components, 
forest products, and liquid bulk (particularly 
liquid petroleum gas). We also saw the entry-
way to the famous Swedish oil caverns (back 
in Oxelösund, Przemek Myszka was presented 
with a 125th port anniversary book to polish 
his Swedish, and one of the photos was taken 
inside such a facility – remarkable!). What was 
unique about the visit to Karlshamn is that we 
spent a portion of the time driving outside 
the port, with Mats showing us all the logis-
tics property projects – already up & running, 
under construction, or planned.

Similar to Ystad and Trelleborg, Karlshamn 
has also invested considerably in expanding 
its ferry harbour. The new no. 3 ro-ro berth is 
completed, the same for upgrading the exist-
ing no. 2 (dredging, seabed works, widening 
of the link-span). As a result, Karlshamn can 
accommodate ferries up to 230 m in length, 
such as the two newbuilds of DFDS: Aura Sea-
ways and Luna Seaways. The new infrastruc-
ture also features semi-automatic mooring 
and an onshore power supply.

Meanwhile, on the logistics side of the port 
business, not so long ago CH Square and Swed-
ish Logistic Property exercised their options to 
develop additional land in Karlshamn – in the 
direct vicinity of the port and its rail terminal. 
The former, which should have finished a 23k 
m2 logistics centre on behalf of DFDS by 2022-
end, will develop an additional 50k m2 in the 
southern part of Stilleryd in the Municipality of 
Karlshamn. At the same time, the latter decid-
ed to develop an extra 25k m2 in Stilleryd, too.

Afterwards, we make ourselves comfort-
able in the port’s cafeteria for a fika, a tradi-

tional Swedish timeout (naturally, with cof-
fee and cinnamon rolls!), discovering Mats’ 
connection with Poland as his wife comes 
from there (and their children speak Polish). 
We talked about the days of yore and how 
things changed over the past couple of 
decades. Following that, we collected our 
belongings from our overnight stop, lost 
and luckily found Przemek Opłocki’s mo-
bile, and departed for our last train during 
this trip, the one heading to Karlskrona. We 
went for an airing there, dined, and arrived 
at the ferry terminal by bus. Everything went 
super smooth, and we could board Stena 
Line’s Stena Spirit the next instant. The Swed-
ish ferry company was kind enough to bar-
ter a Superior-class cabin, which made the 
journey back after such an exhaustive week 
all the more relaxing. Kudos, Stena Line! We 
left Sweden with a beautiful sunset seeing 
us off. Early in the morning, we breakfasted 
like kings and disembarked at Gdynia’s new 
Public Ferry Terminal. The first part of the BTJ 
Trip 2022 \ Sweden was put to bed!

A Big Thank You to all the wonderful people 
we met and whose hospitality made this expe-
dition worthwhile. Tack och ha det bra! Vi ses!
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Part 2: Södertälje

The first part of the BTJ Trip 2022 \ Sweden 
ended at Sweden’s southern tip in Karlskro-
na. The other leg saw Przemek Opłocki visit-
ing Södertälje in the middle of the country. 
The 77k citizen-big town, birthplace of the 
world-class tennis player Björn Rune Borg, 
belongs to the Stockholm Region. The morn-
ing flight brought Przemek to the Stockholm 
Arlanda Airport, where he boarded a train 
heading to Södertälje. Around noon, he 
made it to the port authority.

The Port of Södertälje is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Telge AB, which, in turn, sits 
within the Municipality of Södertälje. The 
seaport is comprised of four harbours: 
Bränslehamnen (taking care of liquid bulk 
such as petrol, diesel, heating oil, and as-
phalt), Uthamnen (dry bulk, chiefly grains), 
Igelstahamnen (supplying the co-genera-
tion plant), and Sydhamnen (container traffic 
and finished vehicle logistics; the latter ‘fuels’ 
the port with 120k cars/year, including half of 
Volkswagen’s Swedish imports).

The tour started with lunch in the town 
square with Per Fredman, the port’s VP of 
Sales and Marketing & Member of the Man-
agement Team. During it, he underlined 
Södertälje’s ambition to become an environ-
mentally friendly port, 100% driven by renew-
ables. Before visiting the port’s premises, we 
paid a visit to Stockholm Syd, a joint invest-

ment of the Södertälje and Nykvarn munici-
palities. It is a logistics park close to the E4 and 
E20 roads (some 30 minutes away from Swe-
den’s capital), with 1.0m m2 for development. 
Among the companies that have already ac-
quired their plots or are planning to do so are 
IKEA, DB Schenker, and Budbee (a Swedish 
tech/logistics/parcel/e-commerce venture).

What was meant as a stroll along the port’s 
quays ended in a car ride, as the weather en-
couraged us to have a solid roof over our 
heads. A container train was passing above 
when we went through a gate. Meanwhile, 
Per was talking about Södertälje’s invest-
ment plans: adding to the quay wall and im-
proving the rail infrastructure. We then saw 

yards stacked with prefabricated housing 
modules (shipped from Asia), a new reach-
stacker, and mobile harbour cranes (more 
details in the accompanying interview). We 
rounded things up with a coffee-led fika (of 
course!) and a commemorative photo (post-
ed on LinkedIn under #BTJTrip). The flight 
back home dotted the i’s and crossed the t’s 
(both flights were carbon-offset to uphold 
the sustainability thread accompanying us 
throughout the escapade).

All said & done, it was a remarkable, 
unabridged experience. Once more, a tip 
of the hat to our Partners who expended 
their time and went the extra mile to show 
us their seaports! �

Photos: Port of Södertälje
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